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Harris Health Ben Taub Hospital leadership and supporters recently celebrated the completion
of nearly 89,000 square feet of major improvements and renovations to the hospital’s
emergency department within the Ginni and Richard Mithoff Trauma Center.
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Harris Health Ben Taub Hospital Celebrates Finished Major ER Renovations

HOUSTON (Sept. 25, 2023) — Harris Health Ben Taub Hospital leadership and supporters
recently celebrated the completion of nearly 89,000 square feet of major improvements
and renovations to the hospital’s emergency department within the Ginni and Richard
Mithoff Trauma Center. The 45-month project began in November 2019 and touched most
of the hospital’s first floor.

“What this major renovation at Ben Taub Hospital is allowing us to do, in addition to having
a shiny new place for our patients, is taking care of our patients with the dignity, privacy,
high-quality care and the safety they deserve when they come to us,” says Esmaeil Porsa,
MD, president and CEO, Harris Health. “This is truly a labor of love for all of us.”

The $48.5 million project increased treatment space by 10%, created more private spaces
and treatment rooms, purchased new equipment and reconfigured services and care
areas to better serve patient needs. The revamped space now has 104 treatment rooms,
86 emergency rooms, 13 psychiatric rooms and five resuscitation ‘shock’ rooms.
Renovations were completed in 12 phases and allowed staff to continue serving the
community’s emergency and trauma care needs without interruption—even through the
COVID pandemic.

“We get to see a brand-new healing environment that matches the level of care that we at
Ben Taub Hospital have always provided,” says Glorimar Medina, MD, executive vice
president and administrator, Ben Taub Hospital. “That means that our patients get
state-of-the-art equipment and plenty of space to get better while we take care of them.”

Funding for the project involved a combination of support from Harris Health’s operational
budget and about $40 million from the Harris County Hospital District Foundation’s 2nd
Capital Campaign and other restricted Foundation grants.

Ben Taub Hospital is one of two Level 1 adult trauma hospitals in greater Houston and
Harris County. Each year, the hospital sees about 74,000 emergency and 6,000 trauma
cases. In May, the hospital celebrated its 60th anniversary of service through its original



building that opened in 1963 and its current structure on the same campus that opened in
1990.
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Ribbon-cutting group: The ribbon-cutting ceremony for completion of a $48.5 million
project to renovate and upgrade 89,000-square-feet of emergency and trauma space at
Ben Taub Hospital had great participation (L-R); Lesley Briones, Theodore Franklin,
Glorimar Medina, Beth Robertson, Esmaeil Porsa, Ewan Johnson, Ginni and Richard
Mithoff, Sima Ladjevardian, Henry J.N. Taub, Kenneth Mattox, and Andrea Caracostis.
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Harris Health System is the public healthcare safety-net provider established in 1966 to
serve the residents of Harris County, Texas. As an essential healthcare system, Harris
Health champions better health for the entire community, with a focus on low-income
uninsured and underinsured patients, through acute and primary care, wellness, disease
management and population health services. Ben Taub Hospital (Level I Trauma Center)
and Lyndon B. Johnson Hospital (Level III Trauma Center) anchor Harris Health’s robust
network of 37 clinics, health centers, specialty locations and virtual (telemedicine)
technology. Harris Health is among an elite list of health systems in the U.S. achieving
Magnet® nursing excellence designation for its hospitals, the prestigious National
Committee for Quality Assurance designation for its patient-centered clinics and health
centers and its strong partnership with nationally recognized physician faculty, residents
and researchers from Baylor College of Medicine; McGovern Medical School at The
University of Texas Health Science Center at Houston (UTHealth); The University of Texas
MD Anderson Cancer Center; and the Tilman J. Fertitta Family College of Medicine at the
University of Houston.

https://analytics.harrishealth.org/PoliteMail/default.aspx?page=I3HL55fsE02rs1u5SJggaw&ref_id=LXLm67VuVkiA9yRFJ1jLaQ

